
To his Excellency the Lord Fairfax, General of the Parliament's Army: These: 
 
Before Pembroke, 28th June, 1648. 
 
MY LORD, 
 
I have some few days since despatched horse and dragoons for the North.  I 
sent them by the way of West Chester; thinking it fit to do so in regard of this 
enclosed Letter which I received from Colonel Dukinfield;-requiring them to 
give him assistance in the way.  And if it should prove that a present help 
would not serve the turn, then I ordered Captain Pennyfeather's troop to 
remain with the Governor 'Dukinfield;' and the rest immediately to march 
towards Leeds,-and to send to the Committee of York, or to him that 
commands the forces in those parts, for directions whither they should come, 
and how they shall be disposed of. 
 
The number I sent are six troops: four of horse, and two of dragoons; whereof 
three are Colonel Scroop's,-and Captain Pennyfeather's troop, and the other 
two dragoons.  I could not, by the judgment of the Colonels here, spare more, 
nor send them sooner without manifest hazard to these parts.  Here is, as I 
have formerly acquainted your Excellency, a very desperate Enemy; who, 
being put out of all hope of mercy, are resolved to endure to the uttermost 
extremity; being very many 'of them' gentlemen of quality, and men thoroughly 
resolved.  They have made some notable sallies upon Lieutenant-Colonel 
Reade's quarter, to his loss.  We are forced to keep divers posts, or else they 
would have relief, or their horse break away.  Our foot about them are Four-
and-twenty hundred; we always necessitated to have some in garrisons. 
 
The Country, since we sat down before this place, have made two or three 
insurrections; and are ready to do it every day: so that,-what with looking to 
them, and disposing our horse to that end, and to get us in provisions, without 
which we should starve, this country being so miserably exhausted and so 
poor, and we no money to buy victuals,-indeed, whatever may be thought, it's 
a mercy we have been able to keep our men together in the midst of such 
necessity, the sustenance of the foot for most part being but bread and water.  
Our guns, through the unhappy accident at Berkley, not yet come to us;-and 
indeed it was a very unhappy thing they were brought thither; the wind having 
been always so cross, that since they were recovered from sinking, they could 
not 'come to us;' and this place not being to be had without fit instruments for 
battering, except by starving.  And truly I believe the Enemy's straits do 
increase upon them very fast, and that within a few days an end will be put to 
this business;-which surely might have been before, if we had received things 
wherewith to have done it.  But it will be done in the best time. 
 
I rejoice much to hear of the blessing of God upon your Excellency's 
endeavours.  I pray God that this Nation, and those that are over us, and your 
Excellency and all we that are under you, 'may discern' what the mind of God 
may be in all this, and what our duty is.  Surely it is not that the poor Godly 
People of this Kingdom should still be made the object of wrath and anger; 
nor that our God would have our necks under a yoke of bondage.  For these 



things that have lately come to pass have been the wonderful works of God; 
breaking the rod of the oppressor, as in the day of Midian,-not with garments 
much rolled in blood, but by the terror of the Lord; who will yet save His 
people and confound His enemies, as on that day.  The Lord multiply His 
grace upon you, and bless you, and keep your heart upright; and then, though 
you be not conformable to the men of this world, nor to their wisdom, yet you 
shall be precious in the eyes of God, and He will be to you a horn and a 
shield. 
 
My Lord, I do not know that I have had a Letter from any of your Army, of the 
glorious successes God has vouchsafed you.  I pray pardon the complaint 
made.  I long to 'be' with you.  I take leave; and rest, 
 
My Lord, 
Your most humble and faithful servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
'P.S.' Sir, I desire you that Colonel Lehunt may have a Commission to 
command a Troop of horse, the greatest part whereof came from the Enemy 
to us; and that you would be pleased to send blank Commissions for his 
inferior officers,-with what speed may be. 


