The Humble Representation and Petition of the General Council of the Officers of the Armies of England, Scotland and Ireland.

A Document Exercise on the Army Petition of 1659

An original printed version of the Petition is available in the Huntingdon Archives, and the transcription of this can be part of the activity. Alternatively, a transcript is also available.

Background information:
2nd April 1659: Richard Cromwell gives his consent to a meeting of the General Council of Officers

6th April 1659: The Council of Officers presents a petition to Richard Cromwell calling for soldiers’ indemnity from prosecution for all actions carried out during Oliver’s protectorship and for Parliament to settle arrears of pay
7th April 1659: The parliamentary committee investigating the nation’s finances reports its findings: pay arrears for the armed forces are nearly £900,000

8th April 1659: Richard Cromwell sends a copy of the officers’ petition to both Houses for their consideration. The Commons reads the petition but makes no response. The Upper House postpones consideration.

18th April 1659: Parliament votes that the General Council of Officers should henceforth assemble only if authorised by Protector and Parliament. All officers must take an oath against forcible coercion of Parliament.  Richard Cromwell orders the dissolution of the Council of Officers.

21st April 1659: Parliament begins debating the re-organisation of the army and the formation of a new militia. Lieutenant-General Fleetwood refuses Richard Cromwell’s summons to come to Whitehall. Soldiers ordered to arrest Fleetwood ask to be excused such a task. Fleetwood calls a general rendezvous of the army at St James’s; Richard calls a counter-rendezvous at Whitehall, but the soldiers almost unanimously follow Fleetwood. Major-General Disbrowe confronts Richard at Whitehall; he is forced to submit to the army and to order the dissolution of Parliament.


Questions for consideration:





What are the army asking for in their petition? Why do they want this?


What is meant by the ‘Good Old Cause’? Had understanding of this idea changed over the course of the Civil War and the protectorate?


Consider the tone of the petition. Are the Army threatening Richard Cromwell? Why do you think they take this tone?


Why do you think there are so many religious references in the petition?











