The Cromwell Competition 
All members of the Association are invited to encourage schools and other groups of young people to consider entering this year’s competition. Please draw it to the attention of any that you think may be interested. The competition is not restricted to UK based groups, and membership of the Association is not required.
The aims of the competition are to encourage interest in Oliver Cromwell and to stimulate new projects that interest and enthuse pupil and teachers alike. It is open for class or group projects for mainstream pupils to KS 3, Special Schools at any level and after school clubs and youth groups up to age 16, for work undertaken in the school year starting September 2008 up to the submission date of 9.4.2009- Easter 2009.

 The projects should be about an aspect of the life and times of Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658) and or the English Civil Wars, in a local, national or international context, but it is open to you what form the project takes.

For example pupils could produce PowerPoint displays about an aspect of Cromwell; develop a board game or computer game based on the 17th century; produce a class newspaper reporting on Cromwell’s death and reviewing his life; create a map or illustrated timeline of events of the period in your area; visit a site associated with Cromwell or the Civil War and fully document the day and the learning outcomes; organise a living history day for yourselves and record it and how the pupils felt; produce creative writing or a performance based on some actual events of the period.

We do not want to limit what you may want to do. We know that you are best placed to judge what will work effectively with your pupils. 

The entry is open – just drop an email to John Goldsmith at jrgoldsmith@talktalk.net to tell us that you will be entering, or are thinking of entering, and we will keep in touch and offer advice if needed.

The work should be submitted in a digital format with capacity (and necessary permissions) for publication of the winning entries on the Association’s web site.

Projects should demonstrate the following and will form the criteria on which the judges’ decision will be made:

· Stimulation of interest in the subject

· Imaginative use of resources in all forms

· Links to different parts of the National Curriculum 
· A new approach to the subject where possible


Particular merit will be awarded to projects that can show effective use of evidence and that reveal something new and unexpected, or challenges pre-conceptions of Cromwell or the period in some way.

There will be three prizes on offer of £100, £75 and £50, which will be awarded, to the winners. The winners’ work may be published on the Association’s web site, and the winning entrant may be offered a visit from a Cromwell specialist as appropriate.
The decision of the judges will be final on all matters. 
The prizes will be awarded at the Association’s AGM on Saturday April 25th 2009.
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